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1. Is this article an opinion piece or a factual news article?

2. How can you tell?

3. On what areas of the biological sciences does this article focus?

4. Provide 3 major points argued by the article.

5. What surprised you most about the article?

6. Why were you surprised?
7. Name the different regions of the human body colonized by microbes.
	

	

	

	

	


8. When was this article first published?

9. Is this article still relevant today (Y/N)?
10. Explain your answer to question 9.

11. Explain how the article explains the following biological principals as they relate to the topic of germs living on or in the human body.
a. Microbiome

b. Fecal transplants

c. Symbiosis

d. Coevolution

e. Restoration ecology

f. Natural selection
g. Niche

h. Biodiversity

i. Invasion resistance
j. Antibiotics

12. Explain the meaning of the phrase “The world is covered in a fine patina of feces.”

13. Explain the relationship between the human immune system and our mutualistic bacteria.

14. What foods are considered:

a. Good for mutualistic bacteria:

b. Bad for mutualistic bacteria:

15. What diseases are people thought to suffer from if mutualistic bacteria are not found in great diversity in or on the body?  Name at least 3 and provide a brief description of them below.

	Disease
	Description

	
	

	
	

	
	


16. Pretend you opened this article on the New York Times web page and read it there.  Provide a comment below that you would post online in response to reading this article online.
	

	


17. Much has changed in the medical community regarding our understanding of FMT’s since this article first was published.  Conduct a brief internet search and provide 2 alternatives to Fecal Matter Transplants either currently in use or proposed for future use.
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